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SOME 


THOUGHTS 


UPON 
Dr. Sherlock's Vindication 
E OF THE 
DOCTRIN of the HOLY TRINITY. 


= a Lerter. ter. 4, 4 Te (% Te) 


Feing 1 you are pleaſerl Sir, that 
I ould give you'my thoughts 
about the Book lately fet out by 
Dr, Sherlock, 1 am willing to 

| comply with you therein, and to 

- preſent you my mind with my ordinary 

| Sincerity. 

{ - T obſerve firſt; that it's no hard mat- 

' ter for a witty man to' frame a fine cloſe 
 Syſteme altogether free from Contradi&i- 
on or falſe reaſoning. Metaphyficks do 
| plentifully afford all ſorts 'of Contri- 

* vances 3 and let a man have never ſo lit- 


| tle ſoundneſs of mind, yet" it's ah eafſe- expect 
fe” this [ have 'fully diſcavefed his weak- 


thing for him to-write in ſuch a probah 
' way as is fit to dazle the Reader ; For 


Plato's Philoſophy being fraicful of Ideas 


and Abftrations, has been the firſt Womb 
& out of which ſuch Methods have ifined. 
{The Sophiſms of - 4riftore? did' prevail 
afterwards, and at laſt our Modern Di 
: vines have been of ' opinion, that Cer 


oy” — 


{ a 1-5 | 
_ 


—__ Subtilties ROY the - fitteſt 
means of freeing © themſelves from aff 
the Incumbrances of their Myſtery. $So 
true it is, that the ſehfſe Men have of 
Religion, depends in a great meaſure -u 

on the Genius of the Philoſophical Se@ 
which they embra&d. Our Author has 
tiken this laft courſe, and I confeſs, his 
Scheme appear'd to me prettily contrivd © 
But then it's not enongh to frame a cloſe, 
bot an ungrounded Syſtem. Divines 
are bound to lay a foundation in ' Rec” 
velation! 5 there it was therefore that I 
ed the Doftor, an&: there it is 


The two _ of Scripture which -he 
brings in (p4ge 51.) to prove the ef 
ſential Ut Father Rnd Son are thele,- 
I and the Farber are Says oy the Father is 
dep? wb 10. 70, hu 
He affnresns;- that: ſpoke them 

A in 
P 1 


| between Qt 
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in a ſenſe of Unity of Efſence and Nature; 
and he pretends, that the Jews took 'em 
in that very ſenſe, as he expreſſeth it, 
P. 165, The Fews wnderſiood bim to mean, 
thar be was the Son of God by Nature, and 

berged bim with for making bim- 
felf God. And p. 240. Chriſt declared, 1 
and my Father are one, which the Fews under- 
ſtood (and they did not miſtake bim in it) 
was to mee bimſelf God, But how comes 
it that the Door has not perceiv'd that 
" thoſe two paſſages which he 
cites, which are not at a / great - diftarice 
from one another there is a"third which 
invalidates all his Proofs, and overthrows 
the curious Philoſophical Strufture, which 
he pretends to build up ? I mean the 35, 
and 36 verſes of the ſame Chapter, ſer 
down preciſely between thoſe 'two Cita- 
tions, where Chrift nioft exatly explains 
to the Fews, in what ſenſe he had ad- 
vanc'd, that he was one with his Father, 
or which is all one, after what manner he 
was God. 1f be called them Gods, uno 
| be broken : Tg whom 
4 becauſe. 1 


of Wor 
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: 
: 
E. 
: 


| -L; come, now. nog; particularly. to. the 
— Mannery amd in a [yore emjyent- Degreez: matter:n hande Ade Author lays that 


omen ſenſe, by 


without meaſure, (as the Scripture has it, 
Fobn 3. 34.) and as much as a man is ca- 
pable of receiving from the Liberality and 
Almightineſs of him, by whom he is ſan- 
Qified and exalted? Different degrees 
make no alteration in the nature and -poih- 
bility of a Thing. - 

Thus the Divinity of Chrift is the ſame, 
not in __— but in kind with the Divi- 
nity of other Gods, whom God has ſanQi- 
fied, that is to ſay, an imparted or commu- 
nicated Divinity; ſeeing they and Chrift 
are ſuch, - becauſe: the fupream God has 


ſanQtified and ſent them into the Worlds. . 


that is, furnifh'd them with - Ability and 
Authority to a@ in his Name publickly 
among men. Chriſt therefore explained 
himſelf moſt. clearly, ſhewing to the Jews - 
the Ground and :Foundation of his” Divis- 
nity. In effc&, the only thing -he was 
to. prove againſt them, was, that he had. 
not made himſelf - equal to -God in a blaſ- 
urping any thing from 
belonging to his Effence 'or Attri- 


-butes; but acknowldged, that he had his- 


p much ma | ſuch, 1, 1 - 
who am - eas” andthe urls rg br 


thoſe 
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throw a good ſenſe, 
; Hon cauſedby the firft Words, [than to be - 
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thoſe Words, I and the | Father are one, are 
to be underſtood of an Unity of Eſſence and 
Nature, that Chrift ſpoke them in that 
ſenſe, and that the Jews put ſuch an In- 
terpretation upon them ; yet all the . Di- 
vines thar are on- his fide, when they are 
to explain this place, ſay ye that [ blaſpheme, 
8&c. ſay, that the Jews ftood in®no need 
of being taught” all what he'was,but that 


-it was ſufficient for them to know, that 


he was+the Son. of God, in a manner au- 
thotized' by their Law. Therefore 1 ar- 
ve-thus, If there was no need-for the 
ws To'\know, 'that-Chrift was the Son of 
God by Nature, why did he immediately 
before declare, that he and. the Father are 
one by an-Unity of Nature? Why did he 
teach ' that - fundamental - Truth, that he 
is of. the ſame 'Efſence with | the Father, 
7 vs God as the 'Father? : Was it not 
vey ao: Ituhderftand what he taught 

—_ And'when they © had - underftood 
him, why: does hewdraw- them off from 


_ that underſtanding; by briaging in a ſenſe 


of UnAion--and SanQification, - inftead. of 


a ſenſ& of Nature, that 'isitb ſay, ia Soci- - 


ni#n ſen inftead of an Orthodox 16 they 


. took his Words in ai ſenſe of Namre; does . 


he not undeceive them by neatly ſybſtitut- 
inganother,*which is as remote from it, as 
Earth-is from Heaven ? Or rather, does he 
notdeceive by ledping from one thing to 
another, by funning into- equivocal terms 
to avoid their fary, / by telling 'em- that 
this term'of Sor of God which hethad at 
firft infiruated in- a ſenſe of Nature, may 
admit of another ſenſe leſs capable- of: ex- 
aſperating them, viz. a figurative ſenſe, to 
wit, of Conſecration ? Becauſe 'Chrift's 
hour was not yet- come, as 
ſpeak, or that it was hot-timie toireveal 
that great MyRery 5 wasit better:to over- 
and the right Impreſ- 


ſtoned 7 As if Thrift had nv other means 
of eſcaping from-the Jews, than to preva- 
ricate by diſowning a capital Truthy which 
he bd advanc'd,and had been rightly un- 


fication and: 


derfiood. He who came to lay down his 
life to bear witneſs to the Truth, ſhall he 
a pen hn Intent and the Du- 
ties of his- nation, b reſerving his 
Life at the coft of Truth ? f& 6 

I know that our divine ever: delivers 
his Dodtrin in ;profound Wildom,' having 
regard. to the. Circumſtances of Place, 
Time and Perſons. | However, there: is a 
vaſt difference between the delivering . of a 
Dodtrin ina prudent and wiſe: courſe, and 
the diſowning of a Truth: when--it has 
been once .deliver'd ; or (which cometh 
to the ſame) the deſtroying of a-traeand 
nee Imprefiion, made. by ſome: words 
uitable to the .intent of bw that ſpeaks, 
to put into-its-toom .a new ſenſe, which 
neither the Hearer nor the- Teacher. had 
atifirft ' thought--0f. The | Orthodox (as 


Xall themſelves) can/ino wa' 
if. Ovife wade uſe o thindat av ag 
taken from his {to avoidithe 


fury of the; yo he has at-the ſame time 


mpcbey hangonay ego "Eetiev'd-the- former 
which did exaſperate *em , Thus'itftands, 
as if che bad ſaid, why do: ye. NENT 

ce a bur only by San 
Sandti- 


Nature, as you dafancy,but: 
and: by Dadtion,. brug .is no: way 


contrary to-your:Law; nor: B 1 as 
the former would: be. Is it-rioti as. if he \ 
had aid, that he' was the Son-of God only.in | 
ſuch a ſenſe as is not Blaſphemy, | 
to their Law-z that is, that-heis ſuch only 

in a:ſenſe excluſive to all other that ſhould 


- make him liableto ſtoning ? 


F:ſhoutd think this cy written 


' with the very finger-of Truth, to be-un- 


anſwerable; were it-not that I know the 

C_ were wont-to darken the. moſt 

EE light contrary to fincerity and good 

.and- to: ſwallow all ſortsof Contres \ 

Ts and Abſurdities, cafting duft = 
 A2 


ſec, that I might againft the ſecond 
aps thor the palge | am aw 
>» agai 3 ge I am ex» 
== 50. age pe hm the ſame Reaſons a- 
gainſt either of , ſeeing it ſands be- 
tween "em, and cafts its light both u 
the foregoing, and the following V 
bur the intelligent Reader may do it him- 
ſelf, with the help of our Obſervations. 
Caltvin's ſolid and penetrating Wit, did (6 
well perceive the ſtrength of theſe Refletti» 
1 2 _ '- . ons, thathe aflerts, *-that 
* Scebis Com- the Fathers haderroniouſly 
mens upon the made uſe of theſe 


words againft the A4riers; 
* T7 th I and the Father are one, fo 

r was m ſpying therein an Unity 
of Efſence. I dive crow thac the..Dr. 
does alfo uſe them courſety,” and cant» 
quently the other 
ledges for the 'Con ion uf this, viz: 
that che j:r.d was withGod ; that is was in the 
boſom of 1he Farber, &c. ought tobe explain» 
ed with reſpeRt to this expreſs 


paſſage 
way, 'the true dn”: upon ' which 13 
grounded the Title of Sow :of - God, -which 
_ Chrift aſcribes to himſelf, 1 may lawfully 
make uſe of it to explain any other e 
wherein Chrift is ſtyled God, or Son of G 

unleſs he can prove that ſuch a ſenſe :can- 


not be applied to them without a Contra. - 


dition, or -another | Reafon- npþon 
which the Title of Son of God is ao expreſly 
unded ; as for- example, the eternal 
Gonrracivs. But ſo it is, alt the paſſages 
of the Goſpel which containa Reaſon, why 
Chrift is called the Sox of God, and wherein 
the very term of Generation is made uſe of, 


ges' which '#© al- 
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(4) | 
theeyes of fimple men. Now any one may 


are of the ame nature with this, contain- 
ing only reaſons of the ſame kind ; for 
they are all taken from the Qeconomy and 
Miniftry of Chrift ; ſome from kis Concep- 
tian byihe Holy Ghoſt, the other from 
his Reſurreftionand Exaltation, but none 
at all from his eternal Generation. 

The Title of Son of God isin Scripture 
grounded upon theſe hive things3 twothat 
are taken from his twofold Birth, the one,. 
out of the i#/omb of the Virgin by the Ope- 
ratian of the Holy Ghoſt, Lake t. 35. 
the other ou of the Womb of the Earth, by 


, Or own Jon, 


Offices; the ficſt, becauſe he is that Pro. 
_ whom the Father has ſandtified, and 
ent 


pream power 

direting to-him the ſame Speech, 
my Sor,' &c. Heb. 1.5. which makes hin 
the Son-of God by way}; of Excellence, 
ER ore! HE 
Phets, Priefts and Kings. - Scripture 
does exprefly afford us all thefe grounds of 
Chriſt. Divinity, and in the very- places. 


j ificant Words, but: F xpoſitions and: 
Comments upon the other j!laces, the ſenſe 
of which is not ſoclear and obvious. They 
are ſuch Reaſons as fiii up the: ldea of the 
Terms, wherein. .Chrift is called the only. 
begorten Son of God, his beloved Son, and his 
on Tor, If there be. any other _ 
A 
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afribe to him the fame honor in a ſenſe 
of eternal Generatiun, and ſay that he 
is ſuch; becauſe the Father has begotten 
him from all Eternity of his own ſub- 
tance, Jet them produce 'em and ſhew, 
1+ That ſuch a Generation is therein ex- 
preſly contained, 2. That it is the Ba- 
; of that glorious Title of God, or Son 
God beſtow'd upon Chriſt. Till there» 
re the Author brings a new reaſon of 
another kind, taken from the eternal 
generation,- upon which as upon a ſolid 
Foundation the Title of Son of - God is 
clearly grounded, and with as much evi- 
dence, as it is upon the places above men- 
tioned 5 till then I ſay, I may lawfully de- 
termine” the ſenſe of thoſe naked and 
fimple expreffions controverted amongft 
us, by the ſenſe of thoſe paſſages, where- 
in our queſtion is determined. What 


indeed, is this Conception, this SanCtifi-. 


cation, this Reſurreftion, this Heavenly 
Inftalment and Exaltation, which made 
him to be the Son-of God? Is all this an 
eternal Generation ? Shall we underftad 
by to. Pay Eternity, and not this very time, 
this day of his ſecond Birth and of. his 
Coronation? |, | 
Let us endeavour to make this Author 
ſenſible of this difficulty, which perhaps 
he has perceived already. The queſtion 
now - controverted amongſt us, viz in 
what ſenſe Chrift is God, was formerly 
agitated - in his preſence. , The Jews his 
adverſaries alerted, as onr Qrthodex do, 
that he had made himſelf God by na- 
tnre, 2:1 the Dr. affures us that they 
miſtoC k not Chrift's —_ 4 pens 
it &,:s plainly appear, t Te- 
furs Thi! accuſation 5 that he clears him- 
ſ&"f of the Blaſphemy, ,wberewith the 
Fews and the Dr. charge him, and plain- 
ly afferts that the told them- he was the 
Son of God ina like ſenſe only as others 
fent by God are, whom tte Scripture 
dignifies with the Title of, Gods. Here 
3s the controverſy determined in behalf 
of the Drs. Adverſaries Here conſe- 


quently the Jews are convinced of being” 
Calumaiators, and the Dr, of being mi- 
ftaken as well as they. Indeed Chrift 
ſhuns tv- ſtyle: himſelf God, though it 
follows from his reaſoning that he has 
Right to ſuch aTitle, He is contented 
to ſtyle himſelf the Son of God. And 
hereupon. L think is grounded Lefteantine's 
obſe: vation, wherein ſpeaking of Chrift 
he faith, Nunquem ſeipſum Deum dixit, 
quia non ſervaſet fidem, fi miſſus, us News 
tolleret, et unum aſſcrerer, induceret alium- 
prover uns. * He never fty1'd himſelf 
© God, becauſe he ſhould not haye perfor-- 
* med his truſt, if being ſent to take a- 
* way Gods, andto affert that there is but 
* one, he ſhould have introduced another, 
* befides one. TW 
But this is not all, the Vaiterians or- 
Soctnians do not only rely upon clear 
paſſages, wherein their concluſions are- 
plainly .contain'd,. but upon the analo- 
gy, I niean the Primitive Facts and: 
Doftrins ſet down in the Creed of the 
Apoſtles, which ought . to fix by their- 
own evidence the ſenſe of thoſe remote 
Dofrins, where Fruth--is not ſo-obvious- 
nor ſa often repeated, 1 boſe Primitive 
FaQs ſhew forth that unalterable Faith, 
which is lyable neither ta diſpute! nor 
change, and is ſtyled by Teriulian 'Regula 
i immobilis -et irreformabilis ,. aw 
and by Vincentius's Lirinenfs Quod Sem. 
per, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus cre- . 
ditumeſt. TFhae which bas-betn believed im- 
all rimes, cuery where, and by» all Men. 
Take away thoſe uanvariable Objetts,. 
there remains nothing but uncertainty- 
ble- of receiving infjaite different in- 
terpretations, and both humane and.'di- 
vine Speech being ſuſceptible -of* a Thou=. 
ſand poſſible and probable Senfes, unleſs. 
Reaſon-and the Primitive Objefs of Re- 
velation reftrain them to a fixt Senſe, 
whereby. aur Ideas may - be determined* 
$0 ſome undeniable matter, . that —_ 


% 


( 


enal diſpute can overtlirow. Thoſe Pri 
mitive Fats are che Birth, the Life, the 


D-ath and the Reſurreftion of Chrift, 


whereby we are taught that Chriſt was 
a Man like unto us in all things, Sin only 
excepted, which fats are an unmovea- 
ble Foundation, according to which we 
ought to examin Revelations, and not. 
by Metaphyſical DiftinQtions of Effence, 
Perſons and Natures, but by reafons of 
Diſpenſation and Government, which 
teach us that he who was a Man like 
unto us, has had, through his- Obedience, 
the ſupreme Dignity of the Son'of God 
confer'd upon him God having made 
kim Lord and Chrift, yea, God 1#um fe- 
cit Deun, ſaith St. Ambroſe de fide ad Gra- 
tin, Not as the Author is pleafed to 
ſay, that 'God has only declar d thereby 
that he was his Son 
neration, The Scripture 'can'admit of 
no \ ſuch ſenſe, when it ſays, that” Chriſt 
was determined the Son ' of God in power 
=— by the ReſurreRion from the dead. See 
Gr. and Eng, mary. And more expreſly 
yet, when it do's affirm, that upon the 
account of 'his Sufferings, God bas bighly 
exalted bim-and given him 4 name ' above 

The: ſenſe which the Author puts up- 
on .it would deprive Chrift all the 
Glory of his Vertue and his Obedience; 
whereas: the ſenſe of the Scripture Con- 
fiſts in | aſcribing to his ſufferings the 
ground 'and foundation ' of his glorious 


exaltation. Now after ſd partijculariz'd 
a Hiſtory of the Birth, Life, Death 
and Reſu ion of the Mefis, after fo 


conftant 'and well known Fats, who 
would think that ſome expreſſions by 
the by, ſhould have made us miftake 
him, who is the Subje& of "this Hiſtory 
for the ſupreme Gvd? We have in this 
imitated the Jews, -who finding it a hard 
task to conciliate the ſufferings of the 
Mefis with the Glory afcribed to him 
by the - Prophets, have contrived two 
Miffas*s, one the Son of David, a glorious 


y an Eternal Ge-: "Ideas, Ariftorle's 


. who teach me to ſay 


) 


Conqueror ; the other the Son of Foſe 
afflicted and miſerable 5 Thus Sek 
not willing to conciliate Chrift's humili« - 
ation with his high exaltation, had ra- 
ther fancy two natures, or rather two 
Perſons in Chriſt, than to admit of a 
ſenſe delivered by the Sacred Scripture 
it ſelf, which calls them Gods, whom © 
God exalts - to a ſupreme dignity ; cſpe« 
cially when ſuch an exaltation is imme- 
diately confer'd ; we chooſe rather to - 
renounce common ſenſe and reaſon, and 
to fly to incomprehenſible Metaphyſics, 
than to interpret expreſſions relating 
to Government according to Primitive 
Truths, and Hiftorical Terms; which 
are the main of the Goſpel, and ought 
to fix the ſenſe of all the reft. Fe 
Shall my Faith depend upon Plato's 
| Subtilties, Cartefius's 
ſelf and mutual Conſciouſneſs, and me- 
taphyſical Abſtraftions,more' unintelligible 
to poor _ mortal Men than the Tongue 
of Angels? Alas! If the School-men_ 
_in my familiar 
Catechiſm, that there are' three Perſon 
in one nymerical Effence, had beet 
willing to ch me on the contrary, 
that there three Effences in one 
numerical Perfon, I could have liked 
this later as well as the former, and 
ſhould cry Myſtery, and devoutly admire 
what I could not underftand. AZn' 
Shall my Faith be the Whirlwind of all/ 
the' niceties of Grammar, and of a raſh 
Criticiſm, that has noth7s .=£ certain 


-in it ſelf? No, No! My Faith has no 


other Foundation but thoſe, unv2 able 
Truths, which are inſpired by the #foly 
Ghoſt, and offer themſelyes to the & * 
of any that can but read, without ra, . 
ſoning, and" criticiſm, and in all. ſorts ok 
verfions, or thoſe undeniable Fafts, which. 
the ſacred Writers have ſeen and heard, 
and are not tied to the Method uſed by 
thofe that relate them. The Holy Gho& 
has affeRed neither Hebraiſm nor Gre- 
ciſm, neither improper nor figurative- 

.. Speech 
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Speech, butthe expreſſions have depend. 
ed upon the choice of the Writers, and 
internal - circumſtances, viz. the native 
"an 5 Genius, Education, Studies, 
Wc. of the Penman; Or External, as 
+ Time, Place, Perſons with whom they 
diſcourſe, Wc. All theſe are lyable to 
variations, but the main things and the 
Body of eſſential Dottrins is lyable to no 
ſuch variety. Hence it is that the Arci- 
ents, who were wiſer than we,. made 
up their Creed: either only of undenia- 
ble FaQts, of God the Creator, and. of 
the Mefias, Born, Dead and Riſen, Oc, 
or of primitive and unalterable Dott- 
rins, of 'Remiffiog of Sins, of the Reſur- 
re&ion of the Body, ©c. Compare with 
this Chriftian Simplicity, our Confeſſous 
of Faith, encreas'd to an infinite Bulk ; 
and the Philoſophical and Cabaliftical 
Creed of Athanaſius, which may ferve the 
- turn of a full Ditionary for Theological 

Gibberiſh. Read the Creed of the Apo- 
ſtles ;. every thing therein is agreeable 
to the Goſpel, and breaths the ſimplicity 
which is in Chrift, Read the Creed of 
the pretended Athanafims > the Liturgy 
of the Church of Zngland allows them 
to ſing .it, if you have any mind to it. 
The Catholigk Faith (ſays he) is this, 
That we Worſhip one God in Trinity, and 
Trinity -in Unity 3 neither confounding 
the Perſons, nor dividing the Subftance. 
And ſo he goes on in the ſame Tune, in 
2 train of Burdens, which indeed might 
be look'd uponas a Song, with - greater 
reaſon than that of the Nicene Creed 
God of God, Light of Light, which Calvin 
calls Cantilenam, a little Song. They are 
Myftical Songs for: devout Trinitarians. 
Good Lord ! Is it poſſible that Chriftians 
ſhould: not be aſham'd of ſuch ftrange 
Galemafrey, and that ſo ſtrange a Com- 
poſition ſhould be look'd upon at 
this time oth* day as tae foundation of 
Chriſtianity. | 

But ſuch Terms (fay they) are made 


ule of to fix the ſenſe of Scripture, and' 


to diftinguiſh Hereticks. Very well , 
But with fuch. Arms a Papift will be able 
to defend the moft monſtrous Opinions. 
Do- but diftingniſh two natures in the 
Perſon of Chcift, he will alſo diftinguiſh 
two manners of Being in Chrift's Body 
a Sacramcntal Being, and a Natural. Re- 
ing.; and with ſuch a diſtintion as with 
an impenitrable Shield he will repel all 
the Darts ſhot againſt 'him, It is an eafie 
thing to ' defend an abſurd Opinion, with 
a more abſurd diftintion, What will 
not error do when it gets ſuch a Licenſe ? 
Certainly, as Metaphyficks are bnt raſh 
reaſonings, which go beyoud the limits 
preſcrib'd by God to the Objedts of rea- 
ſon; ſo the Confeſſions of Faith which 
are puffed up with Metaphyſical Terms, 
are nothing elſe but a debaucht-. Faith, 
which lanches beyoud the juft limits 
which God has ſet . to its Objedts. All 
the Myſteries which are ſpoken of in fo. 
ſplendid a way,. are of this nature; they 
are the wandrings of an unruly and 0- 
ver-curious fancy, which launches out 
from - the foundation of | Religion con- 
tain'd in the. primitive objects of the 
Goſpel, .to ſearch in every word of the 


Revelation, ſuch ſecrets as God never put - 


there; finding every where cunning my- 
ſteries, as if Religion did confift in. Ca» 
bals and Subtilties. You'll ſay it is ai 


incomprehenſible myſtery to. our finite- | 


minds 3 you fay ſo indeed, fo will a Pa- 
pifſt ſay of his pretended myſtery, and 
they will both of them have me to. ſub- 


mit my Faith and my Reaſon, But its -. 


ridiculous to require of me'that Fhonld' 
ſubmit ſuch things as I amſure of,' fo a 


Revelation” which. is controverted.. 'Dof ; 


but yield the ſelf and - mural -conciouſneſs 
of the Doftor to a Papiſt, and: the ſhift 


of myſteries, it will be-no hard matter -- 


for him to prove that a Million ' of: Bo- 
dies are but . one Body. With the..hetp” 
of ſuch a method a. Pagaw: will*<caſily 
clear himſelf 'of the charge © of tdolatry. 
Fupiter, Plato, and ' Neptune will -be threes 


by © 


| 
; 
-1 
| 
| 
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. ture, 


($) 


by ſelf-conſciouſnels, and will be but one 
by mutual conſciouſneſs. Minerva, Ve- 
us, &c. will be nothing elſe but the vir- 
tues of that -ſupreme and infinite God : 


| The one will be his Wiſdom, the other 


his Love, &c. By this maxim of the Au- 
thor p. 189. that what are faculties in 
us, are Perſons in God. So that what 
he aid about Socinianiſm p. 252, will be 
found more ſnitable to his Orthodoxy, 
that it juſtifies Polytheiſm and excuſes 
both Pagan and Popiih 1dolatries. 

The Socinians are accusd of Subtilty, 
this appears to me very ftrange. All 
the extravagances of the Orthodox are 
accounted ſacred myfteries 3 but Socinians 
do -no ſoaner reduce all things -to com+ 
mon ſenſe and the primitive Dottrias 


'of the Goſpel, but its looked upon as 


ſubtilty, violent aud unatural explicati- 
ons. To inſiſt upon rhe Creed of the 
Apoſtles, wherein are contain'd the firſt 


Fats, and ſuch Fatts as are not above 


the reach of any Man, is accountel 
fubtilty- What will then become -of 
thoſe refined Metaphyſicks, Effence, Na- 
Perſons, Modes, Conſubſtantialities, 
Hypo Self and Mutual Conſciouf- 
neſs ; and of that - Learning confifting in 
meer Words, whereof the vulgar has no 
idea, 'and which the Drs. themſelves ut» 
ter without underftanding them. His 
queftiunculis (ſaith Eraſmus in his Notes 


 - upon the firſt Chap. of the 1 Ep. to Tim.) 


* Xtas rerum omnium fugacithma con- 
© teritur, cum pleraq) fint cjus generis ut 
© do&ius neſciantur quam ſciantur, ut ri- 
* dicule quzrantur, temere iantur. 
* Breve: tempus. eft, & arduum eft_ ne. 
« gptium - agere vere Chriftianam --—-0s 
© confecratum: eft Evangelia.,  & nihil 
© cre nift Averroem & Arriftotelem 
6 (add ro it) et Carteſium.] ----Neq: mi- 
* nus: peccarit: qui nobis objiciunt fumos 
© Cabalifticos.& Talmudicos. 


| Tn. theſe. lirtle queſtions our age of «l 


the: moſt ing is conſumed, when 
—_ of '%em Us of that Hint, thar its 


6 re ſemel & 


more Learning to be Ignorant of 'em than vo 
know "em, that they are ridiculouſly engus- 
red into and raſhly —_ Hime i 
ſhort and its a difficuls matter ro be truly 
Chriſtian--.-our Mouth # conſecrated to the 
Goſpel and we crake nothing but Averroes- 
end Ariftotle (1 may add alſo Carteſins) 
»-—-neitber are they leſs faulty who preſem, 
us with Cabaliftick and Talmudick Smogk, 
Grotixs in his ſixth Book De weritate Relig. 
Chriſti, ſpeaking of Conſtantine's Age and 
thoſe that follow'd after fays © Sicut olim 
© arbori vitz przlata arbor ſcientiz max- 
* imadederat mala, ita tunc quoq; curioſa 
* Eruditio -pietati antehabita & ex reli- 
* gione ars fafta, Cuideinde conſequens 
© fgerit, ut ad exemplum eorum qui 
* turrim Babilonicam zdificabant, affe 

© tio temeraria rerum ſublimium, difſonas 
* locutiones & diſcordiam- pareret ; qui- 
© bus plebs conſpe&is, ſgpe neſcta quo 
© ſe verteret, culpam in facras literas re» 
© jecit, caſqz tamquam venenatas czpit 
© fugere. Religio autem paſhm non in 
* mentis puritate, ſed-.-.in ftudio flas 
partium col- 
" i. coepit,. tandemq; evenit ut multi 
© fint Chriftiani- nomine, re pauciſhmi. 
* ASof old the Tree of Knowledge pre- 
* fer'd before the Tree of Life, brought 
© upou as the greateſt evils, ſo then alſo 
© curious Learning efteem'd more -than 
© Piety and Religion being made an art 
© did the ſame. For the conſequence of 
©that was, that after the. example of 
thoſe that built the Tower of Babel, 
©a raſh affeftation of ſublime ghings . 
© brought forth differing ſpeeches and 
© diſcord 5 which the common People be- 
© holding, and not knowing which way 
© toturn themſelves, laid the fault npon' 
© the Holy Scripenres, and began to avoid 
© them as pernicious; and Religion e- 
© very where began to be placed-not in 
© the Purity of the Mind, but---in flam- 
* ing zeal for the Parties they had-once 


** choſen ſo at length it-came to paſs there 


© were many Chriftians in name, but 9 


«reality very few; 


(9) 


' I know very well why rhey Fancy the So- 
cinians to be ſubtle Men; ir becauſe they 
fight againſt that yain Learning, which has 

be erecduge i into the moſt popular Cate- 
re and unto which moſt Men are inured. 
They fight RO Prejudices, a corrupt and 
dark 4g years Cuſtom pfJudg- 
Humane Authority, 


things þ 

ey are the only Principles whercby we 
underſtand Ser, a time the God of this 
World has blinded our Underftandings with 
the Smoak of a Cabaliftical* Talmud, ,a Crude 
and an bay ca "and un- 

certain Criticiſm... The dirry Spring which 
has- afforded-this falſe Learning is the Gno- 
Pref » Which - boaſted of great Myſte- 
ries, bur of no holy were 
the firſt Heretics who mad 


10n ro 


' confift in high oye, " have heaped .a 


Trinity. /: Vid. Concil. Bra- 


up Trimty upon 
5 > This is the Sect which prevails 


Car T1..art. 2. 


at this time in Chriſtendom: this is the An- -. 


tichrift mentioned by St. Fohn, who. denies. 
thatJeſus who. came in Fleſh [ a ſuffering and 
crucified Man J is the Chriſt. This 1s hewho 
being: " of the low Eſtare and: 
ings of Chriſt, which the Fews reproachunto 
-_ think to ſhun theſe Reproaches,: by ma- 
bim the Supreme To ſay he is 
otherwiſe than by the Union and In- 
a on of his Father, who made him.Lord 
al Gr and. eyen God by giving: him a, 
e every Namie, 1s to be 


which is ahoy« 
This is ro deſtroy his 
tro: 2Way from hin his real Title of Chriſt 
ro. beſtow upon him an 1m one. He 
gs been made God by. the of the Fa- 
who crown? his PTirwe and his Obedt- 
with that excellerit and glorious Name :' 


himſ 


God his Farher ( which is the moſt excellent 

way whereby®: Man may be called the Son of 
God : ) why ſhan't the Papiſts be allow'd to 
cdntrive a Chriſt 1600 years after him,that was 


pom of TER Likes hat, Morſel of 
Bread, Ard 2s the words pl 
a Prieft without > contra 


the ſame Article ? Ndeedr It is an cafier 
to make a Chr. of a Morſel of Bread, On 
the Supreme God of a Man. If the one diſtin- 
guiſhes rhe Natures, the orher will dilinguiſh 
the manner of exilting ; ; both of 'em will 
uſe of Hari 3 rm and by the help of ach 
Theolo In{truments, each, one will free 
rom Difficulnes, and it ſhall not be 
hon which of them gets the better. Inef-- 
fect, each one Fae the molt preſſing 
ents, by Contriving a Diſtinction more 
d than the very Opition which he main- 
tains, one Abſurdiry helping anorker ;. or by 
foe cor a 6. ſenſe of the Authority 
brought againlt him. One may eafily ſee how 
convenient the Machin of. probable Senſes 
is which our Divines hring into their Di- 
pane, es, what an eafie thing is it for them to- 
themſelves from prefſi , and 
make new. Overtures. with thoſe famous Ke) 
y ' of Tranſpofition of Words or Clauſes, 
* rors of Copicy, various Readings, various 


< * Meanings of the ſame Word, euIedin, 


* taking away or adding of the N ive 4e 
*1icle, pac et ro Oulloers, Con! 
rhe Matter in hand, Exageration, gs 


* tion |. Parerchefs, literal Senſe, "figurative 
* Senſe, want of exaQuels ii the-Sacred Wri- 
ters, Pruderice- in concealing Ong , 
© Orin 1 complying with ſome vail- 

"ing in their Times, Condeſdenfion to ro 


*or F ufing ſuch Idea's as walled if 
* fuch a Religion, Prejud adicticn of fe Hlearers, 


have him to.be iaginarily ſuci 
ws f Babs of New. byaT Fogarty not, © Anſwers ſuitaþle to their Need rather thay 
the reward of his Suffer:ings. If it has been! ..* their bo, Compendious Vxpreſſions 
lawful for the Homoouſiaus to. fancy, a iſt © Phraſeo of that time, the Nation and 


or a Son of God, who did exit: beer thn no 
who was born of the Virgin Mary, withou 
thinking of contradicting the Articles of FE - 
Creed, 1 belzeve 314 F2/us Chriſt the,only ver: 
4: -tex' Son of God, who wat conceived by the 


aly Ghoſt, born of the Vir ia th , ©5c. and. * 


Gus after his Sufferings at the right Hand of 


* rhe Author's Native Country, Parallel Paſ- 
* ſages, Precepts peculiar to the Apoltles, 
* Councils of erfection, Cenfures F Rear 

u - 
\ the Scope of the Author, what 
s Rae and what follows, the bazrecni by 


* the Hebrew-Tongue, and conſequently 1 
; B  Ambi- | 


— 


- 


WT 


gations, the want of certain ways of Expreſ- 


© the Oriental Languages, th& Imitation of the 
6 ihe 70 Verſion, and in 

© the Original Texr of the New Teſtament, 
© Greek of the "Synagogue, 'and ſuch like Keys 
© of Solution, very fit to ererniſe Diſputes. I 
do not deny but ſuch means may be fir ro find 
our the Truth, . bur it's only when controvert- 
ed Truths are thereby brought to the primi- 
tive and undemabſe Truths ; that is to fay, 
wheri care is taken that every thing be refer 
red to the Analo 
Faith contained in the Creed of the univerſal 
Church: then it is very proper to make uſe of 
ahem It is a Source of Error, to 


ufe them in Relation to a Syſtem, and tothe. 


icular Opmion of the Parry wherein, one 


parti 

tinds himſe ingaged, which every one calls 
the Analogy of Faith; and yer it is nothing. 
elſe bur rhat particular Tradition, which we 


will nor allow in the Church of Rome, Sothat 
the Secinugns only, -who refer every, thing to 


the Pricmitiye Truths, and to undeniable Facts. 


may make uſe of thoſe Keys of Solution... Be- 
cauſe havirg light on this firſt Foundation 
whereon to fix their foor, they: muſt needs 
make a good Ule of their Criticiſm, having, I 
fay, this Primitive Truth on their fide, That 


there is but one God Creator of Heaven and. 


Earth, and at the fame time a Circumitan- 
tiared Hiſtory of the Birth, Death and Reſur- 
reQion of Chriſt, which, as all 'do confeſs, is 
an undeniable Proof, that he was a Man. 

 _ Theſe two Principles Being once acknow- 
. ledged by rational Men, who have a diftinct 
Kea of me Voryee of ele wa Beings, God 
and Man, they mult of nece! X,upon tl 
Ground he Tſe of at other Truths! which 
ſeem to contradict this avowed Truth, and 
expound them in a Senſe of Morality and of 
Occonomy, not in an Abſtract and Meraphy- 
fical Senſe of Nature, Perſon, Efſence, Hypo- 


ftafis, Generation, Proceſſion, Relation, nu- 
Cs nd Pettficat ty, and fach like, 
which every one admires, crying, Myſtery ! 
Myitery | but no Man underitands. Fhis is 


a Privilege which we make uſe of againſt the 


 dyand Fleſh. 


of Faith, to the Rule of + 


Papiſts ; whilſt thiy bring to no purpoſe the - 


Letrer,” This is my ody, -My fleſh 3s meat int 
deed, &c. They run elves to no pur- 
poſe into long Criticiſms abont the Worgs Bo- 
] They wander notwithſtandi 
their long Reaſonings, and make an Ill 
terpre- 


of thoſe means fir to our a true 
tation ; becauſe we ſhow that there is againſt 
them, this undeniable Fat, that Chrift rook 
Bread, gave Bread ; and this primitive and. 
unmoveable Truth, that Chriſt aſcended into 
Heaven. Thus it ſtands with the Door, and 
the Socinians: they will ſhew him that he 
can make no uſe, either of the Letter of Scri- 
prure, or the means of Sojurion allowed in a 
lawful Diſpute, without wandering moſt piti- 
fully ; becauſe there ſtands in his way this 
Primitive Trurh, That there is but one God, 
and this Fact acknowledged by all, Thar 
Chriſt was conceived by the Ho Ghoſt, and 
Born of the Virgin Mary. | He can by tio 
means make uſe of ſach Methods, if he de- 
parts never fo little from. thoſe firſt Founda- 
rions. of the Chriſtian Religion ; bur in-refer- 
7 every thing thereunts, wa may : Other- 
wile he ,muft fly. to Metaphyſics ; but” afte 
all pretences, the Mela yiical Sen(e' is 
known. to Scriprure. All the 'Knowledge 
which the Scripture affords rs concerning 
God" is Tr Aung a_ -papoats ro us, bur 
no ways ical; for in that ref 
God "being Incomprehenſible, he rales 41 
revcaled. So that whatever we know *con- 
cerning .the Divine PerfeCtions is Moral, 
has a Retarion ro us, vzz. that rot detent x 
Created us ; that his Goodneſs is c ica- 
ted to us, as unto H©s Creatures; that his Ju- 
ſtice inflits Puniſhmenr upon the Guilry and 
protects the Innocent, that his for- 
gives them that Repent, ef 
Chriſt under the Goſpel; , thar fame 
Power that gives, us Life and preſerves ir, will 
beable td rettoren again, when vve have loft 
it in his Service ; that his' Wiſdom knows how 


to conduct all forts of means in order to the 


Salvation of thoſe that love him, &5c.' 

' For Example, I have a clear -and diſtinct 
Idea, that nothing can eſcape his Hands, thar 
nothing can teal our of his Sight. This Idea 
is ſufficient to ſerrle my Faith 1n reſpec to his 
Omuulſcience and his Omnipreſence.. _ 

' wW 


unica-) 


Cur) 


FOE..0o© God has. been © delivered. e 


wglver 


to be taken in a Neagbyhical Senſe, wich 


a heared Imagination, and va- 


to the Humors, the Condition, 


ries a 
the Climare, the Sect of Philoſopby, and the 
 Prejudzcations of Me ing tothe 


en. | 
tyle of Laws, vyhich is commonly and 


| ealie, by God vve underſtand a Divine and Su- | 


e Perſon,one numerical Being and Sprrir, 
ving the ſatne Notion of that Unity, vvhich 


 we' have of an Angel, a Man, a King, &c. 
The 'Fews being uſed to the Notion of the 


Word God: if Chriſt and an jos had 
em of it, 


_ Changed ir, vvithout vvarning | a 
' by raking this Word in a Senſe unknown th 
ro the Fewzſh Notion, underſt # 
. Metaphyſical vyay by God, , Three Beings 
* and Three Minds, as the Dofor doth ; they 
 ſhonld- have, impoſed upon them. by, ſuch 
an FEquivocation, yvyhich all of a, ſudden _ 
*Cchan; Fa the nar, Idea, True VE Lavyv - tho 
*aftorded thetn of the .Uniry of d. 
etaphyſicat Idea, whereby "4 him- - Body 


nat Change 


'Felf oa. > have been deceived : that C 
"being of ſuch a Narure,, that there is no Law, 
though never fo: plain and fo poſinve, bur 


its Force and Authority might- be thereby 


" SHOGHS: + ow bones. oe or Sp 
*. | Burſay they, the Scripture ſpeaks of Chriſt 
"as if he vvere. the - Supreme God, . aſcri- | 


birs to him bis Names, his Work and. his 


' Pertections. I anſwer, that God in his Re- 
 velations ſuppoſes that vve have ſome com- 


mon Notions, vvhich are deriyed either from 


" Nature: gr from-a general Tradinion, where- 
"by we come to a Diſtinct Idea, of God, and 
" of his Creatures, as-much ..as vve are con- 


cerhed. rherein..in order to a Civil or Religt- 


. a Spirit, a Body, one and 


©1t Toppoſes.us to have  ſufficicar 


ing in-a © 
gels an 


1nto.a © 


ous Life. -- We know in that reſpect vyhar is 
| any. This being 
Tapped the Scripture ſomerimes runs. it 
{clf into figurative  Exprefſions,: vvhich- it 
would undoubtedly avoid yyere .it.not thar 
at knowledge 


to rectifie them, arid bring them to a Ratio-. 


. nal Senſe, ſuitably ro the nature. of the 


things in queſtion. So that vve cannot ſtum- 
ble at the Lerter of thoſe Expreſſions, bur 
by making an Ill Uſe of our Senſes, Reafon 
and Conſcience. Therefore God will have 
us to be attentive to his Word, and to exa- 


cerning Mind, free from Prejudices. ., Thus 
the Scripture does not ſtick to attribute un- 


the Body of Chiiſt, the Magiſtrates, the An- 


the account of his Obedi 3d 
him ro a Divine Authority ; fo giving us the 
Reaſon and Ground of that Denomination, 


' orhict is taken not 'from his Narure, bur 
" by the Knowledge by vvhich he 'endowed 


us at our Creation, he. makes us capible 
of Knowing and of Worſhipping him, vyhere- 
by vve judge diſtin&tly vvhat is Bread, what 


' a Humane Body. a God, a Man, ©&c. This 


Narural Revelation continuing (till, and be- 
ing the Foundation of all other. When God 


' Cad to the Iſraelites, The Lord thy God is 
one Lord, and him on!y ſhalt thou ſerve 6 


2 


( 12) 


If thereby God meant One'in Effence, and 
Three in Perſons, his Lavvs ſhould be mere 
obſcure rhan the Oracles of the Falſe Gods. 
NE Sr (ore, 
's »_ natural. and- -andt 
cill' One God, One, i [hs -(@16-Setife a$ 
we cornmonly fay, an Angel, a Man: for 
there is.a certain nge common to all 
Mankind, and certain Notions known to all 
Nations, which ave like a Foundation to the 
Expreffions of the Goſpel, of the Law, and 
_ of all forts of Revelation. What is then to 
be done vvith Mcn, vvho are o fooliſh as to 
make of all Abſardities ſo many Myſteries ? 
Of a Man, a Supreme God? Of a bit of 
'Bread the 


ro make uſe 


4 ” 


BEST 
ICCS, lay- 
falſly fo called : wou 

Proech- 
marions 


Will, withour philoſophifing 
upon. the Words contained in them : 
rſuaded as God fpake as we-commonly 
58 oþ and rhat whatever Hebraiſm or Gre- 
ciſm there is in his Word, yet he has caſt 
over it a certain Univerſal — , com- 
—_— — ——— are _—_— with 
agon, We; OHNO 
| Rory of our Senſes and Reaſon ; which. is 
preſently perceived by ay rational and un- 
prejudiced Man, though he have no Skill et- 
ther in Greek or in Latin. Take away Pre- 
judices, and give way to common Senfe 
Reaſon, which God > tes always ſuppoſe in all 
his Revelations; and then what can be for 
Inſtance more eaſily refured, than the mon- 
firous Opinion. of Tranſub{tantiation, winch 
makes up the capital Belicf ofrhe Church of 
' Rowe. When I give way tomy Senſes in an 


- 


ordi Courſe, wirhour preventing them 
by rhe falſe Conceptions of my Mind. If any 
Body rells me by ſhewing the King's Pictare, 
ne Eyes fee it is. 
re which they fhew_me;.. 
determined by mine -Eyes ro ul 
rrue meaning of thoſe Words. So that Here 
:s the King, will never produce in my 
rhe Idea of rhe very Perſon of the King origi- 


. nally and really prefent. Thus in a Senſe of | 


Religion and of Morality, when I hear Chrift 
fay, This is my body, ſhewing'me the 
ment and Memorial of his Body, and art 

vety fame time that mine Ears hear theſe 


Words, This #5 my body, mine Eyes ſeeir is 


the Image of Chrifts Body, which- he offers 
me in a holy and conſecrated Bread, to 


ce- 
Such . lebrare the Memory of his Death 3- and 


mine Eycs teſtific to me that this Bread re- 
Gerad, chen tuddaedy Tres Wes. 
ecration | 

termined by mine Eyes to the true Senſe of 
the words, This is my body, will in no wie 
produce in my mind the Idea of a corporal 


al and 
"natural Body of Chriſt. or hrs Mag bf 


Faith oughr to produce it, ſeeing Chrilt f 
CDT on Borg 
| el upon m nes, or 
fight of Miracle, or the being of the Word 
God : New there is no Miracle here, ſee- 


ing mine Eyes diſcover to me no miraculous 


of. the Bread into the Body of Chriſt. 
contrary, they ſee Bread till,” bur a 


-On | 
"Miracle coofilts .in thewing .nae, that rhar 


which was before true and proper Bread is 
become now .a true and proper Humane Be- 


dy; or elſe ir isa Miracle without a Mitade, 


a Myſtery withoat. a Myſtery. Neither is 


"there any hearing of the Word of God, ſee- 


ing the hearing of rhoſe words, This is my 
body, when their Senſe" is indeterminate, 1s 
not yet the hearing of the Word of God, but 
only when their Senſe is fixed and derermi- 
nate; and, it is ſuch only, when mine Eyes 
cauſe me to _ 1 have mow 
concerning Bread : then the hearing o e 
Words, 'This 55 my body, ( whereby conld be 
meant the real Body of Chriſt, if mine Eyes 


. aw his true Body offered ro me, ) do now 


produce in my mind only the Idea of rhe fi- 
: gure 


> 


wy; 


King himſelf, ) 


mentary 

cum ſic credidifſe 
wiews dixit mon pſi 
dibens, ('n ; 


docebar'£3 Deum efſe _— veſurrexit,)} {e4 not 


waſi pro miraculoſo fa 
© Thomas having thus believed, 
« and my God, not ſayin -that the /Lord 
© Chrift-was God, ( for t Ahern 

« Reſurrection, did not 
© who-was raiſed was' Q 


deed it's very true, that a Fact 
and a thing which I rouch, ought to preyall 


. be aſhamedto ſay that rhe Church 
_ and the Oecunomieal Councils 


they buen” to-hearhin 
- and for-uie! 


and 


£ 
# 
* 
oo 


erſecuting Orthodox, 'who will have every. 
one think whar they themſelves think, ſhould 
in all Ages, 
held rhe fame 
Belief, and condemned the contrary: I will 


not* 


( 14 ) 
not inſiſt upon the falſhood of this Afertion, * 
which - has been acknowledged by ſeveral 


or of; any othi ry ; Joi pbviaus:: 
they ought to ityle fo an Ge a res 
has. no regard -t> the, 'Circamſtarices of athe 
Text, the'nature of: the -Matter in-hand, the 
Genius and Spirit of the Revelation; the Pri- 
mitive and Undenjable Dodtrines; and whar 
is-certain in the Fatts mentioned in-Scripture; 
and in the Principles of; natural Notions. -Sq 
long as Proteftants-will not. follow ſo . ſure, 


and infallible Guides, they will continue di- 


and 

rure, either by the of an ible 
rg on UG v4 
[to this lat Method, the,Di- 


Rea and the - wandering and 
Reaſoning, which ſers at naught rhe moſt 
certain Prigeigles of..our natural Light, under 
ce-of.. Myſtery ;.according to this Me- 
hed, 1 ſay,.may be.proved (in as plauſible 
2.-way - as .the\ Trinity is proved } the moſt 
abfard and extravagant Belieſ of the Corpo- 
real Prefence. | F CGcs be 
;,..Nbw, Sir, for the .right Underſtanding of 
my way-of Reaſoning in this Diſpure, you 
will be pleafe/ ro. vemember. what 1-rold you 
more-..than -once,; That I bave. no ſhare 1n 
thoſe *Fadions; ' whick' molt pitifully rear [in 
pieces Chnitiahity ; that I am neither a Papuſt 
nor 


—_— 
— 
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nor a Litheren, nor 2 Galviniſt, nor a $6 
Cinian&c. I am a Chriſtian ( God be thank'd.) 
I fide only with the Truth, and take ſhelter 
in the Boſom of that Catholick Chureh, which 
ftands Independently _ any thing thar 
goes undet 'the name of a Party. I mean, 
that T don't give up my : Faith ro thoſe par- 
_ ticular Confetfions of Faith; which every Sect 
endeavours to enlarge {to an infinite bulk: I 
reſolve my Syſtim into the Creed of the Uni- 
verſal Church, which by reaſon of irs Anti- 


quity ; but eſpecally-of che Authority: of. its 


,1s rightly call'd the Apoſtles Creed; 


their implacable Hatreds and-Divifions. - / 

Learned: Dr. Meggor, in a Sermon, Preached 
before the King and _ on''Rom:'12:' 5. 
believes that ſuch a Faith is ſufficient, in or- 
dex to*Salyation, ſo it be accompanied: with a' 
good--and- holy -Life.? ** All the:Credenda; 
< faith he; thar the Antient Cinickizequited: 
< of them ſhe admitred ro' her Communion; 


« for ſome Ages, 'was only an acknowledge-- ing 
< ment of the Articles of the Creed we Sis 


*'rhe Apoſtles; and preſt go mote on'them-;; 
< and; though all ogy, vs fineechavei added! 
< others; ſore ariore, one; lefs; .ir-apptars! 
* by-their nar. judging: one another; abour 
< Receiving or ' not Receiving: them, this' 1s 
< not ſo much from 'any- Opinion. they have 
" © of the abſolute neceſhry: of holding thole;, 
<« Articles, as of che abfolure necegity of. 


ving Peace 'among their: awh Ment- 


<_ make. Diſh 
< bers, who were- like to make. Diſturbance put 
 Paſlag 


<-2bout: them : And again, Oar Contentions, 
< ſaith he, are not abour the great. vital 
« Truths of Chriſtianity, whereunto we have 
« all\artain'd bur fome- additional Notions, 
© which if they ſhould be true, our Con- 
< ſciences rell us, Men may. be ſaved though. 
© they don't believe: Thas far the Doctor. 
In effect, one may Diſpure abour thoſe ad- 
ditional Notions, Sa/va fide qua Chriſtians 


ſums, as St. Auſtin ſaith. I ſhould tranſcribe | 


the Doctors whole 'Sermon, if I would fer 
down all that he ſays in behalf of this Prin- 
ciple. .I am a Proteſtant upon ſuch an ac- 
count, and heartily embrace the Communion 
of rhe Church of England, independently on 
any Faction whatſoever. Chriſt, as ſeat by 


wards. =" 


The Antient and Modern Donatiſts, who 


Goſpel, whictt are:'of/ ; 
and. cerfainry,.asi no rationat Mah can-deiy': 


hereav*d us of well received nde } 
Senſeswe muſt thereforetake Scripture forthe 
only rule of our Faith, and admit its Primts 
tive Fruths with clear and diſtinct Belief ; 
bur as to the:Truths leſs neecffary, implicit: 
Faith is ſufficient : Thar is ro ſay, Thar they 
are received with ſuch difpofition of Mind and 
Heart, as fits us to believe them explicitly as 
they appear clearly, and we are plainly con» 
vinc'd thar they are Scripture Truths. SS 
This being laid down, Sir, it's do hard 
matter to reſolve ewo Difficulties, rhe 'So- 
lution, whereof will however appear ro you 
2 Paradox. The - firſt 1s, that the Papyſts, 
who have choſen a wrong Principle, do 
F Rob 


Tet 


44: FXTBEx 
11d TH: Bath. 5+ HHH SHR F. 
F art HART Fig 945 FEAISTEE & || 
RTE Jt AL HHP 
Z IRE an SH HR 
tan | 
£8 Ik 5 
E-: zh G PH ij Pha IE 
T6 p54 64s =... 
; 2H WE, PAT NARn Ih Fig 
Y hh 4: = as 
Ts | 
a j ny Hon | 
| np Wh FEEL L 
| FIREHa 5 il PART FAIR | 


& 


wb 


